INTRODUCTION,

MUCH has been written about Turgot.
We have been told the story of his
childhood, of his youth, of his manhood. We
have seen him as a timid child hiding under the
furniture to avoid the scrutiny of his mother's
visitors; and later, as a young man in a cas-
sock, playing at shuttlecock with Minctte, the
beautiful maiden who was soon to become
Madame Ilelvetius, The dissertations read
by him as Prior of the Sorbonnc, at the open-
ing and at the closing of the session of 1750,
have been preserved, We know the reasons
that prompted him to renounce the priest-
hood, and we have seen him holding offices
in the magistracy, first as Deputy-Counsellor
of the Attorney-General, next as Counsellor in
the Parliament of Paris, then as Master of Re-
quests, We have witnessed his first breach
with the Parliament, on that day in 1754 when of
